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surrender to the holy law of our Savior. Let us live, one day at a time according to God’s
commandments. Let us remember that God punishes the human race with bloody upheavals for
atheism and debauchery. Under the scepter of the King of Ages, under the patronage of Our Lady, Help
of the Faithful, in holiness of life, in the enthusiasm of prayer and good works, let us look confidently to
the future.”

These ending words of the Polish Episcopate are full of faith and confidence and that is why |
considered them so important and so meaningful and therefore included them. They refer just as much
to us as they refer to the Polish nation. Now, let me return to my original theme, and again | recall the
words of our deceased Polish Cardinal Hlond.

On June 23, 1946, in the Church of Our Lady of Victory, representatives of educational, cultural
and charitable organizations in Warsaw, gathered together for a solemn Mass. Cardinal Hlond, the
Primate of Poland, addressed them. He spoke on the theme of vocations and the tasks of the Catholic
woman. These are his words: “A Catholic woman will, above all else, watch over the renewal of home
life, she will be vigilant over the holiness and permanence of the Catholic family. This is the most
fundamental and most exalted mission of a woman — quiet and holy service which Christianity has
crowned with a halo of sacrificial participation in the Divine work of the creation of man. Recreating a
dignified Polish home tradition, she will be concerned about the honor of her family and will hand down
to her children her heritage of faith and virtue. Above all, she will be forming the sensitive and
absorbent soul of her child by the charm of the example of her life. A Catholic woman will be the moral
pillar of the vigor of the nation.

The Catholic life should return to the norm of God’s law as quickly as possible; life should be
pure, honest and bright. A sin should be considered as an evil, as a fall, as a shame and as an offense
against God. Virtue and an honest life should be one’s ideal, one’s vocation, duty and honor.

Following the noble directions of her feminine soul, a woman will render outstanding service in
a battle against moral filth and the corruption of conscience, helping those who fell to rise again,
supporting the hesitant and strengthening the feeling of moral dignity and preserving respect for
evangelical morality. Just as our eternal fundamentals were carved in stone, so too, the commandments
of God are carved in the heart of a holy woman.” A Catholic woman will never be indifferent to the
development of collective and national life so that the State would be grounded on the principles of
Christian morality. The country should not be a secular state of whom the holy books predict times full
of anger. The state must be the work and care of the entire nation. Here important duties fall upon a
Catholic woman who, on an equal basis as a man will carry out her duties as a citizen, but she will try to
make the life of the state a collective realization of the spirit and order of Christianity.

Christian charity and service to one’s neighbor should be the calling of every woman. They
should do good works, show confidence and comfort, strengthen Christian hope and ground souls in
brotherly love and peace.

The Cardinal ended saying, “I wish every woman would be a pioneer in the rebirth of Christian
culture. | do not doubt that these terrible losses of knowledge and of the arts will be substituted by new




image7.jpeg
talents and that in the privileged circle of chosen ones to whom God threw His gifts of inspiration with
such a generous hand, the Catholic women will also stand up to a cultural start. | invite all of you to take
part in this great undertaking of the Church, the saving of Christian culture. Please support this Catholic
undertaking. Support the work of the Church in your parishes. With a decisive attitude strengthen the
threatened positions of faith. Stand unshaken with the Church in this great hour of the war of lords,
when our entire world is engulfed in battles about God and man and about honest principles of life and
a radiant tomorrow for the world.” This was signed by the late Polish Primate, Cardinal Hlond.

The basic assignment for women during apostolic times was to introduce the spirit of Christ into
the family and its closest surroundings. Their faith was the germ which was meant to move and awaken
all of humanity. Here the women were not satisfied in only maintaining order at home and raising their
children to be useful and honest citizens. They wanted to do more, they wanted above all, to prepare
the way for the Lord into the hearts of those in their closest surroundings. Almost always, it was the
woman who would be the first one in the family to become acquainted with the Christian religion. Then,
she would make every effort to lead her husband, her family and their servants to the recognition of
these truths. The closest assignment of women during the earliest apostolic times was not the
apostolate of the Word, but the apostolate of example.

Women, with their pure behavior and heart adorned with the integrity of a gentle and peaceful
soul, testifies far better, with much greater success than the most eloquent words about the new
teachings of Christ. This type of apostolic work penetrated the heart and the mind and won them over
for the Kingdom of Christ. It prepared and cultivated the depth of one’s feelings for the reception of the
grain of true faith.

A further work of the women was the consolidation and the deepening of religious life within
the environment of the home. We learn this from the writings of those times. St. John Chrysostom
wrote — “The quiet of the home gave the woman the opportunity to deepen her knowledge of religion
and to learn the truths of the faith.

A man buffeted by stormy waves, here and there, since his life revolves around work and
external works that are full of distractions. On the other hand, the woman remains in the quiet of her
home. When the man returns home and is all stirred up and troubled, then his wife can and should calm
and appease him, disperse all the superfluous cares that trouble him, and not allow him to leave the
house until he recovers his interior balance. He must also get rid of all his losing accretions, that crushing
cloud of filth, evil and discord. A good wife, with her influence, arms her husband to do battle with evil
and inspires him with a good spirit. Truly, there is no better school for a husband’s spiritual life than a
pious and prudent wife. No friend, teacher or anyone else can exert such an effective influence on a
man as his delicate and reasonable wife.

To carry out works of love, God assigned a woman. God has implanted in the very nature of a
woman a powerful force of love and of persevering self-sacrifice. A woman is very sensitive and
possesses a greater understanding for the misery of others. By nature, a woman is more active and sees
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things in detail. Besides, she has a greater sense of practicality and because of this, she can find ways of
relieving others.

The Apostles enumerate various domains where women should show fruitful activity — work
with children, care of young people, care of their own children or the children of others who have no
one to care for them. Christian mercy does not allow women to be indifferent and ignore the misery of
others, regardless of the form of their misery. The fervor of these women demands that they visit the
poor and the sick, teach and strengthen the doubtful and point out the path to those who are seeking
the truth and hunger for it.

Now there is talk of a woman who is reckless, wild, deprived of all feelings of responsibility and a
sense of morality, who could not care less about her own family. St. John often speaks of the maternal
love of a mother and her concern for her children. “Women should be prudent, they should love their
husbands and their children. They should be pure, and good housekeepers, kind-hearted and submissive
to their husbands, so that the Word of God would not be blasphemed.”

Around the year 1930, Mathilda Ludenforf, a German writer wrote a book entitled Deliverance
from the Spell of Jesus Christ. The title page was decorated with a great, heavy, black and gloomy cross.
Rows of men and women are moving silently before the cross, all of them wearing thick, heavy chains.
Some of them are trying to break their chains. Others are moving sadly with a tempo of resignation.

The authoress, through this picture, is trying to show that faith in Christ has deprived people of
freedom and has destroyed all joy in life. In this atheistic work, full of hatred for the faith in Christ, this
German woman, among other things, insists that the upbringing of children does not belong either to
the parents or to the Church, but exclusively to the State. She tries to prove that the mother is incapable
and the father has no time to bring up the children to be good people and exemplary citizens. In the
preface of this book | read this arrogant announcement — “From the spreading of this work, there must
be permission, for each individual person as well as for the German nation and humanity.”

The main leaders and directors of the German people introduced this plan into action as the
recommended system of State education. In this system they brought up gangs of blood-thirsty hyenas,
a brutal generation of supermen and legions of barbaric hangmen.

The upbringing of a small person or a child, by the natural law belongs to parents and in
particular, to a wife and mother. It was of such that the pagan, amazed and full of wonder, called out:
“What women these Christians have!”
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January 9, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In our country we have very many people, both men and women, who because of their mental
capabilities were able to achieve very high positions. Outstanding careers and very well paid positions
have placed them on pedestals of honor and envy. Seemingly, these people delight in all applause and
praise of the shallow thinkers who judge everyone and everything based on externals.

In reality, these so called heroes and heroines often have hearts that are empty and dissatisfied.
There are times when they feel disillusioned and disappointed. Through a certain period of time they
were so deeply involved in searching for the realization of their high flown ambitions that they
overlooked this fact of life that neither money nor fame can bring and does not assure one of happiness.
As an example, | am attaching an incident that was widely publicized in the English newspapers this past
summer.

“In one of the towns in the far West there lived a very wealthy family that was especially famous
in the world of films. There was a father, mother and a 12 year old only son who was pampered, coddled
and thoroughly spoiled. His parents belonged to such so-called American elite who nestle down in every
bigger American city and carry the title of four hundred.” Therefore, his parents had no time to bring up
their one and only son, although they had more than enough time to breed a certain breed of dogs.

They had put the care of their son into the hands of a governess who cared more about her pay
rather than about the boy. It is no wonder that he grew like a wild tree in the woods. He grew physically,
but morally he grew in stubbornness, malice and disobedience.

One day he became very angry with the eight year old son of the neighbors so he took a rope,
tied him to a tree and slit his throat. When the judge examined this child murderer, the child criminal,
without any sign of emotion, explained this brutal murder in detail, but he placed all of the blame for it
on his parents’ shoulders, especially on his mother’s shoulders. Meanwhile, during the entire time of his
deposition, she wept hysterically and fainted twice.

These were the boy’s words: ‘'On Mondays, my mother hosted a crowd of women at our house
by organizing a bridge party; on Tuesdays, she went to play cards at the home of another lady; on
Wednesdays she spent the entire day playing gold because she belonged to that club and then she spent
the evening at the club. Every Thursday, the father and mother took part in a cocktail party with friends;
every Friday she worked on a program of dances arranged by some women's league of which my
mother had been president for a long time; every Saturday evening she chaperoned those dances.

And what was the father doing? He maintained the family fame on an aristocratic level because
he spent his evenings in the clubs and lodges of friends playing poker and bridge.””

The judge gave the parents a severe reprimand and sentenced the son to reform school. The
parents returned home. The mother, understanding that she had lost her reputation among the people
and that her star of admiration now began to fade, began to slide into depression despite the fact that
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they had a palace, four automobiles of the best make and a great deal of money in the bank. Despite all
of this, she could no longer see any happiness in life, so she took an overdose of sleeping pills. They
found her in bed dead. Meanwhile, the father began to drink immoderately. Not too long ago, officials
locked him up in an institution for the mentally ill. Now for my talk entitled:

THE REARING OF A CHILD

“Margie, kneel down to say your prayers.” “Johnnie, did you say your prayers?” “You haven’t
blessed yourself and you are already eating.” “Don’t you know that you must bless yourself before you
leave the table?” “Hurry, get dressed as soon as possible because today is Sunday and we must go to
church.” These are all common pictures of our daily Polish Catholic life. It is not only a gray picture, but
one that is sad and even black.

| see that you have a puzzled look on your face when | exclaim that this is sad and black. | also
hear such questions as “Is it wrong to urge children to pray and to go to church?” Unfortunately, yes. |
am referring exactly to such pressure. Margie kneels by her bed and says her prayers, but in her little
head this strange question swirls - so when does my Mon say her prayers? The same thought occurs to
Johnny and to every one of these children. That same arbitrary thought — why am | the only one who
must pray? Someday when | grow up, will | be free of this obligation?”

Obedient children, obeying their mother, dress and go together to church. After Mass, they
return home. These children understand that their mother had to stay at home. Thus, weeks and
months pass and even several years. Finally, there comes a day when certain doubts arise in that child’s
mind “If being present at Sunday Mass obligates all of us under the pain of mortal sin, then why does my
mother sin so often for she rarely goes to church.” A great wrong is done to a child when he receives a
bad example from those who owe him a good example. Then, it is no wonder that various doubts arise
in their little heads. Harm is also done to the parents and this is by no means small. That which should
be untouchable and immovable, namely, parental authority, is undermined and strained.

Parents often read the fourth commandment of God which resounds with such authority —
“Honor your father and your mother.” But parents do not want to understand the contents of this
commandment. The commandment includes within itself not only a command to children, but at the
same time, a reminder to parents — “Parents, behave in such a way that your children can honor you.” It
is only then that the moral authority of the parents is seen in all of its majesty.

A child may be convinced that his parents are not as highly educated as others; that they are not
as famous as others; they do not have high positions in society or in government. But, a child and this is
every child must know, and must be convinced that his parents are directly the ideals of not one, but of
all virtues. That in his father and mother there is a totality and a greatness of everything that is not only
good, but perfect. “No one’s mother is as good as my mother.” And “No one’s father has such moral
values as my father has.” These are the assertions which every child should be able to consider as
sincere truth. This should be the Credo of every child. In no other sphere of life is there such a great
necessity of impressing children and leading children as in the domain of religious experience. Someone
wrote: “In our relationship to God, we are all the children of God therefore our religious obligations,
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always and without interruptions, maintain their entire force. An old man and a small child pray to God
the same way. Everyone repeats the same words - Our Father, who art in heaven — therefore, a religious
upbringing is not only the constant teaching of words and giving orders or giving prohibitions, but it
consists of coming closer together in a humble, prayerful position to that Heavenly Father who is
almighty and able to give us everything and to forgive everything. This coming close to God together
should not be practiced just when the children are growing up but, it is a practice that should begin from
the very earliest days at least from the day of the wedding, the most beautiful day in the life of the
newlyweds. The married couple should say their prayers together, beginning with the first day after the
wedding. It makes no difference as to whether the wife or the husband, say the prayers or whether they
take turns. The entire family should pray together and not the husband by himself and wife also on her
own.

Itis then that the children, without any special teaching or coaxing, will join their parents who
are praying in order to adore their Creator in common prayer. As for participation in the sacrifice of the
Mass, why encourage and why chase children to church. It suffices for the parents to go to church
together with their children. The same holds true for their reception of the sacraments. Who knows if
this isn’t the most important moral upbringing of children; for them to go before the altar, together with
their children, in order to feed their souls with God.

One of the greatest atheists in the world, John Papini, broke himself interiorly in order to teach
his little daughter and with her approach the Table of the Lord. He received more from God than he had
hoped to give his little daughter. He became a famous convert and today is the most famous champion
of God’s affairs. Educating a child by one’s own example is the most positive assurance for oneself and
for the child of a happy future. The parents should strike the iron while it is still hot.

Allow me to quote some excerpts from a pastoral letter from the Polish Episcopate. Please listen
patiently: “We wish to remind all of you Catholic parents of your holy obligation to give your children a
Christian upbringing. With great difficulty we are rebuilding Poland from its material and moral ruin, but
the success and permanence of this renewal depends on the values of the people in whose hands rest
tomorrow’s fate of our country,. The greatness and success of our nation depends above all on how we
bring up this young generation which, after us, will take over the heritage of the ages and the tragic
legacy of the last ten years. Upbringing has become the basic question of the Polish tomorrow. The
country is still undergoing a heavy crisis caused by the conditions after the war and the ideologies
struggles. (The Espicopate is here referring to the battle between the principles of Christianity and the
principles of Communism). It is worth mentioning that for the upbringing and education of its younger
generation, the nation never experienced in the past such great pressure and such responsibility as it is
at this present time.

We Catholics are in a fortunate situation for in matters of upbringing, we do not grope our way
for we have, in this regard, clear instructions from the Church. They were most clearly stated in the
encyclical of Pope Pius XI — On the Christian Upbringing of Youth which for years to come will be the
great charter of Catholic teaching on this subject. We are reminding you in concise form of the most
important points of this document. Great is the dignity of a Christian upbringing whose purpose is to
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give such an education to a young person so that he could worthily fulfill his temporal tasks and reach
his eternal destination. This upbringing is basically a matter of three communities into which a child is
born, mainly the family, the Church and the State. The harmonious cooperation of these three centers
of education and their mutual complementing of each other create ideal conditions for education.

The very first law of upbringing is given directly by the Creator to the family. This law or right is
at the same time a duty from which parents can neither renounce nor get rid of. The first educator of a
child is the father, due to his noble title of fatherhood; then the first female educator of a child is the
mother due to the dignity of her motherhood. Parenthood is the source and justification of the authority
of the educating father and mother. In practice Catholic parents should be concerned not only about
correct physical, mental and moral development of their children, but also in educating them in their
faith and disposing them to the life of a Christian.

Today there are two main directions that want to form the youth of Poland — Christianity and
materialism. Christianity wants to raise the children of Catholic parents according to the teachings of
Christ, while materialism is determined to raise them far away from religion. Your sacred parental duty
is to transmit to your children that great inheritance of the Catholic faith and inspire them with religious
obedience to the eternal law of God. For this purpose: 1. Following the old Polish custom, at a very early
age, give little children thoughts about God and awaken in their souls the first religious feelings. While
the child is still being held on its mother’s knee, it should learn to make the Sign of the Cross and be able
to say a short prayer. Before the child has reached school age, he should already recognize Christ and
the Blessed Mother, love holy things and join the family in saying prayers in common.

2. Be watchful so that your children who are attending school would learn their religion joyfully.
When needed, complete that lesson in religion at home. Be concerned that your children should be well
prepared for the reception of the sacraments of Penance, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation.

3. Send your children to a pre-school that is conducted in a Christian spirit.

4. Do not send your children to a school where religion was removed from the curriculum. In
Poland there is no law forcing the enrollment of youth in irreligious schools. Pope Pius X| wrote — “Such
schools destroy and overturn a Christian upbringing on its foundation.” This Holy Father counsels that
“the school, the family and the church should constitute one holy sanctuary of Christian education,”
which is then fulfilled when Catholic children study in schools filled with the Christian spirit.

S. Raise your children from their very earliest years in a holiness of life in order that they may
grow into worthwhile, honest and virtuous adults. Teach them to love the commandments of God as the
main and indispensable moral law. Remember, the best means of teaching moral behavior is by your
own good example. Children must see in their parents a living and compelling example of Christian
living. Polish homes should radiate virtue, modesty, hard work, piety and all the lovely traditions of
religion and the nation.

Children should never see any bad example in the family, nor any quarrels, drunkenness or
stealing. They should be able to remember for life the good example of their parents.
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6. Do not neglect your youth when they finish their schooling. They are then threatened by the
dangers of a loss of faith and corruption, especially when they leave their parental home either for good
or for a certain time. Surround your growing children with wise care so that they fulfill their religious
duties through prayer and the reception of the sacraments. Be concerned so that they deepen their
knowledge of the faith, that they develop a Catholic outlook on life and on current social problems, that
they would have a clear Christian conscience and an accurate and peaceful judgment of everything in
the light of faith which we call a Catholic sense.

7. Remember that in this great and difficult task of upbringing, the Church helps and will help
you for it is the will of its Founder that it should be the first educator and spiritual guide of the faithful.
In the Church, you will always find the teachings, the support and the help. Those children who are full
of doubts and very restless, send them to the priest, to confession and to the Blessed Sacrament.

8. In order to be up to this high and difficult task, you should acquire further religious instruction
in order that you may be able to better adapt your own life to the truths and teachings of faith. Keep at
your home a catechism for your children and one for yourselves. Read books of a religious content.
Subscribe to Catholic periodicals and give them to your children to read. Live in constant union with the
Church, listen to its teachings and benefit from its care. In order that your home and your upbringing of
your children would never lack God’s blessings from on high, together with your children, kneel for
family prayer and daily, throughout the year, commend your selves to the care of the Immaculate One,
the Queen of Poland and of the entire world and as a family, pray the Holy Rosary.

Divine Providence has allowed us to live through times of great disturbance and trouble in this
world. Our people who are exhausted by this terrible war can hardly wait for an expected order. Many
hearts are fearful and have become numbed. The words of the Psalmist are voiced by many lips — “Did
God forget to have mercy on us or has He restrained His mercy toward us because of His anger?”

We therefore want to warn you against sad moods, despairing thoughts and imprudent actions.
By forced penance, our just God breaks down the sinful stubbornness of people. That, which on our
globe awaits the solution of the monstrous play of opposing forces, will end with the triumph of that
which is good, healthy and holy.

The Polish nation in its masses accurately suspects a deeper meaning of the present moment.
That is why it doesn’t lose heart and does not lose itself in complaints and lamentations. In fact, kit is the
most peaceful country on that continent. It works and creates memories with faith and dedication. It
wants to carry in its pains and its soul into the new order. Our country does not fear the future fate.

They keep before themselves the vision of Polish success, because they were inspired by the
announcement of the Apostle of love: “Everything that is born of God, conquers the world and the
conquest which we carry off is our faith. Who then, conquers the world if not he who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God?” Let’s be confident and maintain our peace of soul. Let us remember and maintain
our personal, national and Catholic dignity. Life should be dear and holy for us. In order that the dark
earthly moment would become for us the dawn of happiness, let us walk in the future with God. Let us
acknowledge that eternal and merciful Reign of Christ not only in theory but in the practice of life. Let us




